VISITORS FROM ABROAD
Professor L. T. More from Cincinnati, Professors Nichols and Hull from Dartmouth College, U.S.A. ; Professor Karl Przibram from Vienna ; Professor Smoluchowski, University of Lemberg ; Professor Vegard, University of Christiania. All arrived in the first decade of the century. They formed a very welcome addition to our society ; they were the most agreeable of companions and we got from them first-hand information of the methods of teaching physics in their own country, and learned which parts they thought from their own experience were satisfactory and which required alteration.
The American Professors were keenly interested in the difference between life at Cambridge and that at an American university. The late Professor Bumstead, who during the war came to London as liaison officer between our Board of Invention and Research and a similar body in America, to enable each country to become acquainted with the improvements and inventions made by the other, has given his impression of these in a letter published in the History of the Laboratory, from which I give a few extracts : " With regard to the University as a whole, one thing which struck me was the essentially British way in which it has utilised survivals of the past, not sweeping them away because they were or might become abuses, but adapting them to modern conditions in such a way that you have a better instrument for the presentation and enlargement of knowledge than we can make here with the ground all clear for the ' most modern improvements'. Two illustrations of what I mean wiU suffice. One is the division of the University into Colleges, which seems to me to be of enormous advantage to the social life of both undergraduates and dons and to their broad intellectual development. In this country we
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